THE PROBLEMS OF TOURISM TO ISLAND HES

With the exception of countries egnramed in armed cenflict, no arem of
the world is now inaccessible to tourists. Organizeqd "adventure tours" can
teday be made in conciderabtle comfort and salety even to the Antarctic,the
Amazon Jungle, the wilds of Heyw Cuinea, or across the Sobl or Sahara degerts,
Uitherto rarely visited islands such as Tristan da Cunha, Eoster Izland, the
Falklands and the Amirantes are now listed in the tourist brochures. Of more
importance to conservationists is the fact that unique wildlife wmreas such
as the Galapagos, Aldabra and South Georgis have beeame readily available
to tourists, Considerable alarnp has been expressed that tourism will damage
or even destroy the vulneraible ecosyEteme in thesae localities. 4 realistic
appraisal of the potential advantages as well as the more obvious dangers
of this development is needead,

It iz undeniable that uncantrellead Lourism, even on the present limjited
scale, could quickly causge irreparable davage to island Becooystems, The
risks are self-evident. Even when the numbers landed are smail and care-
fully supervised, there ig always some risk that the seeds of alien Vere-
tation may be inadvertently introduced, or that disturbance may be caused
fpartizularlj by over-sager rhetographers) +: breeding birds or other ani-
mals. Where behavioural Tesearch is being conducted, the arrival of bouat-
leads of even the best-behaved tourists can be an unwelgome distraction,

One must, however, recognize that Lhe practical argumencs in favour or
tourism are Compelling. A1l Governmenis negd foreipgn curresicy and particulare
ly the fmeriean dollars whieh at Present represent the largest part of the
income from tours to remote islands. Few Governments can Jet eguate bhe
lopg-term value to science of a unique and unspoilt wildlirfe communi ty
with the immediate valne of an inerease in dellar income. Some ielands of
importance to wildiife are occupied by primitive and necdy human communi -
fies which guickly benefit from tourism, Cn the other hand thore is a
danger thet in urder Lo sobhtain additionpal moeney from tourisols they will
develop a harmful trade in rouvenirs such 25 a4 local sea-chells, buttep-
flies, reptile sking, bird feathers, or even wild bipds and other animals.

Where research stations have been created, as on the Ualapagos and
Aldabra, the regulasr arrival of tourict sHips can be of: conciderable bene-
fit in Providing a mail survice, fresh food ang water, medical Facilities
and emergency Eervices. It has also teen abundantly preved ‘fhat in return
for the privilepe of Visiting these islands, tourists will readily nrovide
meney fer the rescarech stotions. The ameount subzeribed by Lhe Lindblad
tours to the Galaprages and Aldatra has bean substantial, The Charles Darwin
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Foundation has in addition been given valuable eguipment by Mr. Lars-Eric
Libdblad, who is an zrdent conservationist. These are pesitive and practical
advantages arising frem tourism,

. The educational walue of tourism is also important. If the publlic is
asked to subscribe monmey for the acquicition or operation of wildlife reser-
ves, there is a moral obligaticn te provide reasonable fecilities of agcess.
This benefits the cause of conservaticn. Host of the organzzed towrs are now
accompanied by gualified wildlife lectlurers who are actively concerned in
the conscrvation movement. Not only are they at pains by careful supsrvisian
and instruction to prevent disturbance to wildlife, but also to ensure styict
cbservance ol such restriclions as are specified. They olso indoctrinate
tourists with the principles and needs of conservation.

Until now i%¢ can fairly be said that organized tours to island reserves
such as the Ualapapos have produced mere benefii than harm. The danper lics
in the inevitable growth of tourism, both in the frequency of visite and in
the size of the parties landed. Hegular tourist flipghts by commercial air-
lines will soon threaten both the Galapspos end the Seychelles. The success
of the Lindblad initiative has attracted other tour cperators, some of whom
are leas scrupulouvs and less {nterested in canunarvation; as many aes three
tourist ships landed pariies on the Galapapgos ir & single week this year.
Apart from the disturbsnces to wildlife, ihis imposes a wholly undesirable
sirain on the perscnnel of the ressarch station. Until the Galepnewos islands
are adeaguately pol*cnd by the Becuadorian Government, the praoblem of rrevent -
ing litter, vandolism and disturbance will become increasingly difficult.
The crews of tourist ships are a pgreater problem than the tourists in this
respect. Kitchen refuse and litter is usunlly thrown overboard while shins
are disembarking passenpers and thie causes unsightly posllution on the
beaches at Tower, flocd and Sullivan Bay. The peinting of iascriptions on
rocks by ships' crews continues and one of the recently erected Wildlife
Reserve notices has already bteen destroyed hy vandals. smpty film cartons
can now te f{ound at mest of the plsces where tourists land, though the
Lindblad parties are scrupulous in collecting such refuse before leaving
each island.

The economic advantages of tourism will compel Governmenis to enlarge
their facilities for increased traffic. Nothing will prvueﬂt Lhznr it is
therefore imperative that conservationistis should seek ic ligh such

reasonable limitations as are possible so far ae vulnerﬂt.. rescTves
are concerned. A standerd code of wractice is nesded for the landing and
control of tourists and for the behaviour of ships?! crews in off~-shore
waters and ashore. These regulstions should not be left to the persorne
of the research stations, who in most instances have neither the time nor
the authority for such work. What is nceded is ar international agreement
with the tourist authorities and the local Governments cencerned. This

ight best be initiated by the I1.U.0.N. in consultation with the various
Toundations and research suthorities. Unless such an effort is made in the
near future there is a real danger that the unigue island ecoasystems which




now attract tourists and scientists plike will he destroyed by sheer weight
of numhers. Unfortunately this problem is likely to be more acute and more
difficult te ocvercome on the archipelago of the Galapagos than elsewheras.
If the Charles Darwin Foundation is to protect ite resecarch investment, it
should secek action now. Tomorrow may be too late,
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